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POSTCARD FROM RUSSIA

Holly Rothwell sent this postcard to the Trust after winning the first Gillian Purvis Award for Travel for Primary 
Research. The £500 Award helped Holly, specialising in embroidery, to make an inspirational trip to Russia during 
the summer of 2006 in preparation for her fourth year in the Textiles Department at Glasgow School of Art.
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HOLLY ROTHWELL’S ACCOUNT 
OF HER RESEARCH TRIP

 The 17-day journey took place in mid July. My research 
focused on forms and colours of Russia’s traditional 
architecture – its Orthodox churches and Tsarist palaces.

My home-stay in Petrozavodsk challenged my 
expectations of Russia. Here I spoke in Russian and 
learned about some of the harsher realities of the 
culture. I hope to be able to translate in my textiles the 
atmosphere I experienced of a sense of secrecy, fantasy 
and ‘otherness’. My travel was equally a demanding 
social education and it has helped me to appreciate my 
own (comfortable) life in Glasgow. 

ST PETERSbURg
The research images seen here are among those which 
will feed directly into fabric manipulation, beading and 
colour. I am particularly drawn to the images from St 
Petersburg’s Church of the Saviour on the Blood. The 
combination of forms appear surreal and slightly sinister 
juxtaposed against the sky. At a market behind the 
church, I photographed menageries of furs with subtle 
colourings, ‘matryoshka’ dolls and the St Petersburg 
‘White Nights’, all providing an excellent resource for 
texture and colour.

My visit to the vast collections at the Winter Palace 
culminated in a new research interest. The antlers of 
the Siberian figurine (pictured) intrigued me and I 
intend to research further and combine them through 
drawing with the architectural research. Perhaps not 
so useful for visual research was Peter the Great’s 
Kunstkammer collection of ‘grotesqueries’ which was 
truly grotesque!

Two day trips from St Petersburg took me via 
‘mashrutka’ (public minivan) to the decadent Catherine 
Palace and Peterhof. I loved the delicate markings and 
‘molten metal’ effects of the palace domes and at present 
I am trying to capture these through mark making.

KIzHI AND THE CHURCH OF THE  
TRANSFIgURATION
To reach Kizhi involved an overnight journey north 
of St Petersburg (through something of a wilderness) 
and hydrofoil to reach the island archipelago in Lake 
Onega. The Church of the Transfiguration had a 
peculiarly still, dreamlike atmosphere which I hope 
will be captured in my work. The church itself, built 
entirely from wood, shone silver in the sunlight and 
made strange silhouettes – just as I had hoped. Its 
stacked domes created contrasting textures, colours 
and layers – so it is easy to see why I took over 100 
photographs! I feel that this section of research will be 
most influential on my fourth year work in terms of 
image and texture.

MOSCOW
In Moscow I recorded the jagged skylines created by 
Stalin’s seven skyscrapers and the mosaic patterns 
covering its communist housing blocks. 

Here I discovered the role that fashion plays is different 
from that in Western Europe. Due to a legacy of deaths 
from war, industrial accidents and under communism 
the largest proportion of the urban population is 
female. High street fashion is a primary means of 
attracting male attention. Russia’s social structure is 
clearly divided into rich and poor, the rich adhering 
to a European ‘label culture’, eclipsing the appeal of 
second-hand or vintage fashion. These observations have 
provided some insight in preparation for my essay on 
sustainable fashion.

I am extremely thankful for The Gillian Purvis Award. 
It has allowed me a unique opportunity to generate a 
volume of quality visual and contextual information. 
Without the Award, I would not have been able to 
afford the journey to the Church of Transfiguration 
on Kizhi. Most importantly, The Gillian Purvis Award 
has meant that my research appeals on a personal level 
– which is both motivating and exciting – and so will 
sustain me throughout fourth year and beyond.

DEgREE SHOW �007
See the culmination of Holly’s final year work at 
 Glasgow School of Art in June.
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LYNSEY PARK WINS THE �007 
gILLIAN PURVIS AWARD

On 29 January 2007 in the Atrium Gallery of Glasgow 
School of Art, Toby announced the winner of the third 
Gillian Purvis Award. He was delighted to present 
Lynsey Park (Fourth Year Textiles) with a grant of £750 
from the Trust. Toby commented on the high standard 
of applications and thanked all the candidates for their 
submissions.

Lynsey has drawn inspiration from the urban landscape 
of Glasgow, especially 1960s utopian architecture or 
discarded washing machines, televisions and twisted 
wires. She has been working from objects such as 
satellite dishes, TV aeriels, transmitters, pylons, 
finding interest in shapes, subtle grey tones and the 
wiring connecting them. The idea of messages and 
sound communicated through them has led to the 
incorporation of text in Lynsey’s work. 

Printed textiles for fashion is Lynsey’s area of specialism. 
Screen printing enables the building up of layers 
of colour to create a collage aesthetic. Plans are for 
printing on denim and leather and developing her 
interest in laminating fabric for showerproof jackets and 
experimenting with digital print.

The Award will help Lynsey with particularly high costs 
of digital printing, her chosen fabrics, approaching 
companies for lamination, mounting her degree show 
and travelling to London for the New Designers 
promotion to present her portfolio to prospective buyers 
and companies.

We look forward to seeing Lynsey’s Degree Show in 
June.

Toby with recent Award Winners, Holly (left) and Lynsey

Gillian’s family celebrating 
the announcement of  The 
Gillian Purvis Award to 
Lynsey Park.

L to R:  Sally & Bo Purvis 
(aunt & cousin), Libby 
(mother) and Muriel Swadel 
(grandmother).

Opposite: Images of Lynsey’s 
work.
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DONOR NEWS

TRUST TO TRUST
You may have noted previously the excellent grant from 
The Stanley Morrison Trust which last year launched 
the greatly enhanced Trust website. We are so pleased 
to announce further help from that Trust to this one 
to support the costs of the annual Newsletter for the 
next three years. Balancing the wish to report to donors 
with news of beneficiaries against publication costs was 
always a concern. The Stanley Morrison Trust declared 
an interest in the work of The Gillian Purvis Trust and 
stepped in once again to help. To their Trustees, many 
thanks indeed for allowing the Gillian Purvis Trust to 
re-allocate funds for the direct benefit of award-winning 
students.

bIRTHDAY bENEFITS
“Excuse for a Party”, the invitation said. The very good 
reason for the party was a particular birthday Sally, 
Gillian’s aunt, celebrated with friends and family. In 
addition to partying, the aim was to raise funds for 
The Gillian Purvis Trust and Camkids, a Cambodian 
Children’s Charity. A huge thank you to Sally and 
all who contributed – an amazing figure was raised 
resulting in the nominated charities benefiting from 
£500 each. 

PENNIES gALORE
On a regular basis, Ron & Lennie Cole empty their 
pockets of small change, some not so small, and when 
the depository (a whisky bottle tin) is full, the Trust 
benefits from this store (£899 to date). Whilst the 
Trustees are delighted with these contributions, the 
Treasurer’s arms grow longer with each visit to the 
bank!

SPECIAL MENTION
Included in the stream of donations received by the 
Trust is some magnificent core support from standing 
orders. This is immensely valuable in enabling the 
Trustees to plan ahead and establish additional 
significant grants, reaching yet more students and 
facilitating a direction for their creativity. Thanks to 
all who have helped to secure the Trust in this way 
and special thanks for the continued commitment to: 
Lena Armitage, Louise Brady, Gary Browne, Gillian 
Buchanan, Robert Dallas, Sorcha Dallas, Leigh 
Ferguson, Steven Hampson, Anna Johnston, Joan 
Johnston, Sam Paterson, Jim Smith, Cindy Sughrue, 
Lisa Sutherland, Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan and 
Toby Webster of The Modern Institute.

gIVE AS YOU EARN
The Trustees are amazed at the continuing response to 
the Trust and the ways in which the help is coming in. 
Lisa Sutherland is the first donor to the Trust to sign up 
to the Give As You Earn scheme, providing a monthly 
donation arranged by her employer direct from her 
salary.

OTHER DONATIONS
Received with many thanks during the past year 
have been further donations from the following: Joan 
Alexander, V Ashford, Reg Baylis, Bolton, Lesley 
Booth, Carol Biggar, S Grierson, D M Johnston, K 
MacDonald, Christine McGeoch, Lizzie Millar, Mary 
Paris, Jim & Libby Purvis, Jim Shearer, Dave Shrigley, 
A M & E J Thomson, Norma Ventor, Anne Walford 
and J Williams and the many more who have donated 
to fundraising projects. 

ACCOUNTS & ACCOUNTAbILITY
We owe much to the generosity of Campbell Dallas, 
and Alex Johnston in particular, for sound advice 
and donation of professional services in auditing and 
producing the annual accounts. Please contact the Trust 
if you would like a copy. 

The Trustees are pleased to reassure donors that the 
Trust is fully compliant with the regulations issued by 
OSCR, the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator. 

UPDATE ON CATHERINE AITKEN
Congratulations are due to Catherine, winner of the 
2006 Gillian Purvis Award, on her First Class Degree 
when she graduated from Glasgow School of Art last 
year. Catherine wrote to the Trust in January this year 
to tell us that she had recently moved to London to 
gain more experience in the field of textiles and develop 
her own work. She is collaborating with menswear 
designer Carolyn Massey and is designing the prints for 
the Spring/Summer 2008 collection. Provided all goes 
to plan, this will be shown at Paris Fashion Week next 
year. Catherine is attempting to balance her time to 
continue her own work whilst seeking paid work (to pay 
the bills) and placement opportunities. The Trust wishes 
her well in this endeavour and looks forward to seeing 
her prints on the catwalk in future.

ADDITIONAL AWARDS
There will be announcements of further Awards to 
be made. Taking care to ensure that the purposes 
of the Trust are appropriately met, the Trustees are 
researching possibilities and plan to broaden the scope 
of Awards. If decisions are made before publication 
of the next Newsletter you will be informed via the 
website news page.

MEMORIAL AT SECC
As suggested in the last Newsletter, progress has been 
made towards a memorial for Gillian, commissioned by 
the SECC. Toby has had fruitful discussions with John 
Creed, who has enthusiastically agreed to make the 
piece. John works in all fields of contemporary creative 
metalwork. Although innovative and highly original, 

his work is sensitive to its place in the environment. 
One of his most recent commissions involved the 
entrance gates and handrails at the award-winning 
refurbishment of Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
& Museum, always a favourite haunt of Gillian’s. Jim 
& Libby Purvis, Gillian’s parents, and her sister, Hazel 
were pleased with the drawings for the memorial and 
the completed design will be presented to the SECC in 
the near future.

APOLOgY
Apologies are due to the two galleries involved in the 
sale last year, for the benefit of the Trust, of “Gillian’s 
Tree” by Blaise Drummond. In Newsletter no.3, the 
acknowledgement was incorrect. Due for appropriate 
recognition is Aliceday in Brussels and also to Blaise’s 
gallery in Dublin, the Rubicon Gallery. The error is 
regretted. This does, however, provide the pleasing 
opportunity to reproduce again the painting that so 
many readers enjoyed last time around.

CLOCKINg UP THE KILOMETRES 
All in the name of Gillian, her sister Hazel and friend 
Michelle were among the first to commit to the Women’s 
10K in May 2006 and, as a novice, Hazel was really 
pleased to finish in 1 hour 19 minutes.  Hazel’s sister-in-
law Aille, running with her friend Gillian for the second 
year for the Trust, completed the course in 1 hour 10 
minutes.  Special thanks to their friend, Jaki, who did 
not know Gillian but was keen to help the Trust by 
joining in. Friend of Gillian, Elizabeth Robertson, raised 
a generous sum at the 2005 event and was out their 
again.  Congratulations and thank you to you all.

Catherine Aitken on the opening night of her Degree Show at 
Glasgow School of Art 2006.

L to R Jaki Bell, Gillian 
Napier, Aille Quinn, Hazel 
Quinn (Gillian’s sister), 
Michelle Wilson and little 
Miss Phoebe Quinn up front.
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